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I*I Canadian Radio-television and Conseill de la radiodiffusion et des
Telecommunications Commission télécommunications canadiennes

Ottawa, Canada
K1A ON2

23 August 2016
BY MAIL:

Ms. Cynthia Kirkby RECEIVED/RECU
Legal Counsel ) .
Standing Joint Committee AUG 3 1 Zoib

For the Scrutiny of Regulations REGULATIONS

c/o The Senate, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A4 =
REGLEMENTATION
Dear Ms. Kirkby,

Re: SOR/2012-143, Regulations Amending the Broadcasting Distribution Regulations

Thank you for your letter of 26 July 2016 regarding the Regulations Amending the
Broadcasting Distribution Regulations (the Amending Regulations).! We acknowledged
receipt of your letter on 17 August 2016. We appreciate the opportunity you have given us to
comment on the Amending Regulations.

You wanted clarification on the wording found in subsection 34(5) of the above noted
instrument, specifically relating to the use of the words “for each broadcast year” and “in that
broadcast year”.

We would like to inform you that there will be amendments to the Broadcasting Distribution
Regulations® (BDU Regulations) resulting from Broadcasting Regulatory Policy 2016-224,
Policy framework for local and community television (the policy) which was published 15
June 2016. The policy sets out an entirely new model for BDU contributions to Canadian
programming at paragraphs 102-110, which will effectively overhaul the existing section 34
contribution model. A copy of this policy document is enclosed.

We intend to take your comments regarding subsection 34(5) into consideration during the
drafting of the amendments to the BDU Regulations.

As required, pursuant to subsection 10(3) of the Broadcasting Act, a copy of the proposed
amendments to the BDU Regulations must be published in the Canada Gazette, with a

! In force as of 4 July 2012,
? SOR/97-555.
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reasonable opportunity for interested persons to make representations to the Commission. We
note that prior to the publication of the proposed amendments to the BDU Regulations, they
will be examined by the Department of Justice in accordance with usual practices.

As noted in paragraph 110 of the policy, the Commission stated that it expects to have these
changes in place by 1 September 2017. In line with this timeframe, we will provide you with
a copy of the proposed amendments to the BDU Regulations at the time of publication,
expected to be in early 2017.

Again, thank you for bringing this concern to our attention.

Sincerely,

Christianne Laizner
Senior General Counsel/Executive Director
Legal Sector

Encl. Policy framework for local and community television
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